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§235.6

connection with a reloadable general-
use prepaid card.

(d) Exception. The exemptions in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section do
not apply to any interchange trans-
action fee received or charged by an
issuer on or after July 21, 2012, with re-
spect to an electronic debit transaction
if any of the following fees may be
charged to a cardholder with respect to
the card:

(1) A fee or charge for an overdraft,
including a shortage of funds or a
transaction processed for an amount
exceeding the account balance, unless
the fee or charge is imposed for trans-
ferring funds from another asset ac-
count to cover a shortfall in the ac-
count accessed by the card; or

(2) A fee imposed by the issuer for the
first withdrawal per calendar month
from an ATM that is part of the
issuer’s designated ATM network.

§235.6 Prohibition on circumvention,
evasion, and net compensation.

(a) Prohibition of circumvention or eva-
sion. No person shall circumvent or
evade the interchange transaction fee
restrictions in §§235.3 and 235.4.

(b) Prohibition of net compensation. An
issuer may not receive net compensa-
tion from a payment card network
with respect to electronic debit trans-
actions or debit card-related activities
within a calendar year. Net compensa-
tion occurs when the total amount of
payments or incentives received by an
issuer from a payment card network
with respect to electronic debit trans-
actions or debit card-related activities,
other than interchange transaction
fees passed through to the issuer by the
network, during a calendar year ex-
ceeds the total amount of all fees paid
by the issuer to the network with re-
spect to electronic debit transactions
or debit card-related activities during
that calendar year. Payments and in-
centives paid by a network to an
issuer, and fees paid by an issuer to a
network, with respect to electronic
debit transactions or debit card related
activities are not limited to volume-
based or transaction-specific pay-
ments, incentives, or fees, but also in-
clude other payments, incentives or
fees related to an issuer’s provision of
debit card services.
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§235.7 Limitations on payment card
restrictions.

(a) Prohibition on network exclusivity—
(1) In general. An issuer or payment
card network shall not directly or
through any agent, processor, or li-
censed member of a payment card net-
work, by contract, requirement, condi-
tion, penalty, or otherwise, restrict the
number of payment card networks on
which an electronic debit transaction
may be processed to less than two un-
affiliated networks.

(2) Permitted arrangements. An issuer
satisfies the requirements of paragraph
(a)(1) of this section only if the issuer
allows an electronic debit transaction
to be processed on at least two unaffili-
ated payment card networks, each of
which does not, by rule or policy, re-
strict the operation of the network to
a limited geographic area, specific mer-
chant, or particular type of merchant
or transaction, and each of which has
taken steps reasonably designed to en-
able the network to process the elec-
tronic debit transactions that the net-
work would reasonably expect will be
routed to it, based on expected trans-
action volume.

(3) Prohibited exclusivity arrangements
by networks. For purposes of paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, a payment card
network may not restrict or otherwise
limit an issuer’s ability to contract
with any other payment card network
that may process an electronic debit
transaction involving the issuer’s debit
cards.

(4) Subsequent affiliation. If unaffili-
ated payment card networks become
affiliated as a result of a merger or ac-
quisition such that an issuer is no
longer in compliance with paragraph
(a) of this section, the issuer must add
an unaffiliated payment card network
through which electronic debit trans-
actions on the relevant debit card may
be processed no later than six months
after the date on which the previously
unaffiliated payment card networks
consummate the affiliation.

(b) Prohibition on routing restrictions.
An issuer or payment card network
shall not, directly or through any
agent, processor, or licensed member of
the network, by contract, requirement,
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condition, penalty, or otherwise, in-
hibit the ability of any person that ac-
cepts or honors debit cards for pay-
ments to direct the routing of elec-
tronic debit transactions for processing
over any payment card network that
may process such transactions.

(c) Compliance dates—(1) General. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in para-
graphs (c)(2), (¢)3), and (c)(4) of this
section, the compliance date of para-
graph (a) of this section is April 1, 2012.

(2) Restrictions by payment card net-
works. The compliance date of para-
graphs (a)(1) and (a)(3) of this section
for payment card networks is October
1, 2011.

(3) Debit cards that wuse transaction
qualification or substantiation systems.
Issuers shall comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section
by April 1, 2013, for electronic debit
transactions using debit cards that use
point-of-sale transaction qualification
or substantiation systems for verifying
the eligibility of purchased goods or
services.

(4) General-use prepaid cards. Issuers
shall comply with the requirements of
paragraph (a) of this section with re-
spect to general-use prepaid cards as
set out below.

(i) With respect to non-reloadable
general-use prepaid cards, the compli-
ance date is April 1, 2013. Non-
reloadable general-use prepaid cards
sold prior to April 1, 2013 are not sub-
ject to paragraph (a) of this section.

(ii) With respect to reloadable gen-
eral-use prepaid cards, the compliance
date is April 1, 2013. Reloadable gen-
eral-use prepaid cards sold prior to
April 1, 2013 are not subject to para-
graph (a) of this section unless and
until they are reloaded, in which case
the following compliance dates apply:

(A) With respect to reloadable gen-
eral-use prepaid cards sold and re-
loaded prior to April 1, 2013, the com-
pliance date is May 1, 2013.

(B) With respect to reloadable gen-
eral-use prepaid cards sold prior to
April 1, 2013, and reloaded on or after
April 1, 2013, the compliance date is 30
days after the date of reloading.
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§235.9

§235.8 Reporting requirements and

record retention.

(a) Entities required to report. Each
issuer that is not otherwise exempt
from the requirements of this part
under §235.5(a) and each payment card
network shall file a report with the
Board in accordance with this section.

(b) Report. Each entity required to
file a report with the Board shall sub-
mit data in a form prescribed by the
Board for that entity. Data required to
be reported may include, but may not
be limited to, data regarding costs in-
curred with respect to an electronic
debit transaction, interchange trans-
action fees, network fees, fraud-preven-
tion costs, fraud losses, and trans-
action value, volume, and type.

(c) Record retention. (1) An issuer sub-
ject to this part shall retain evidence
of compliance with the requirements
imposed by this part for a period of not
less than five years after the end of the
calendar year in which the electronic
debit transaction occurred.

(2) Any person subject to this part
having actual notice that it is the sub-
ject of an investigation or an enforce-
ment proceeding by its enforcement
agency shall retain the records that
pertain to the investigation, action, or
proceeding until final disposition of
the matter unless an earlier time is al-
lowed by court or agency order.

§235.9 Administrative enforcement.

(a) (1) Compliance with the require-
ments of this part shall be enforced
under—

(i) Section 8 of the Federal Deposit
Insurance Act, by the appropriate Fed-
eral banking agency, as defined in sec-
tion 3(q) of the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(q)), with re-
spect to—

(A) National banks, federal savings
associations, and federal branches and
federal agencies of foreign banks;

(B) Member banks of the Federal Re-
serve System (other than national
banks), branches and agencies of for-
eign banks (other than federal
branches, federal Agencies, and insured
state branches of foreign banks), com-
mercial lending companies owned or
controlled by foreign banks, and orga-
nizations operating under section 25 or
25A of the Federal Reserve Act;
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